
Lyric Opera of Chicago
   2015/16 Season Annual Report



B o a r d  o f  d i r e c to r s  |   2 0 1 5 / 1 6  

Michael W. Ferro, Jr.
Matthew A. Fisher
Renée Fleming • 
Sonia Florian • 
Mike Foley
Anthony Freud •+
Kristine R. Garrett
Gordon P. Getty † 
Ronald J. Gidwitz
Ruth Ann M. Gillis • 
Brent W. Gledhill +
Ethel C. Gofen
Howard L. Gottlieb • 
Melvin Gray
Maria C. Green
Dietrich M. Gross • 
Mary Pat Hay
Carrie J. Hightman
Eric L. Hirschfield
J. Thomas Hurvis • 
Gregory K. Jones
Stephen A. Kaplan †  
Kip Kelley II
Richard P. Kiphart • 
Nancy W. Knowles • 
Fred A. Krehbiel † 
Josef Lakonishok • 
Robert W. Lane † 
Richard A. Levy +
James W. Mabie • 
Craig C. Martin • 
Robert J. McCullen
Blythe J. McGarvie
Andrew J. McKenna
Frank B. Modruson +
Robert S. Morrison
Allan B. Muchin • 
Linda K. Myers
Jeffrey C. Neal
Amélie Négrier-Oyarzabal
Sylvia Neil
John D. Nichols † 
Kenneth R. Norgan

L i f e  d i r e c to r s 
Frank W. Considine 
Edgar Foster Daniels 
Richard J. Franke
Edgar D. Jannotta 
George E. Johnson
Robert H. Malott 
James J. O’Connor 
Gordon Segal 
Robert E. Wood II 

d i r e c to r s 
Katherine A. Abelson
Whitney W. Addington, M.D. • 
James L. Alexander • 
John P. Amboian
Paul F. Anderson
Larry A. Barden
Julie Baskes • 
James N. Bay, Jr.
Melvin R. Berlin
Sarah Billinghurst
Gilda R. Buchbinder
Allan E. Bulley, III
Marion A. Cameron • 
Paul J. Carbone •+
David W. Carpenter
Timothy L. Christen
Richard W. Colburn +
Michael P. Cole
Vinay Couto +
John V. Crowe • 
Lester Crown • 
Marsha Cruzan
Andrew Davis • 
Gerald Dorros MD †
Alexandra Dousmanis-Curtis 
Ann M. Drake
John D. Edelman
Stefan T. Edlis
Lois Eisen
W. James Farrell
Mark E. Ferguson

Sharon F. Oberlander
John W. Oleniczak •+
Olufunmilayo I. Olopade, M.D.
David T. Ormesher •+ 
William A. Osborn • 
Matthew J. Parr
Jane DiRenzo Pigott
Jose Luis Prado
Don M. Randel
Anne N. Reyes •
J. Christopher Reyes
Thomas A. Reynolds III
William C. Richardson, Ph.D. † 
Collin E. Roche
Ricardo Rosenkranz, M.D.
Edward B. Rouse
Joseph O. Rubinelli, Jr.
Shirley Welsh Ryan • 
Claudia M. Saran

Front Cover: Bel Canto.  
Back Cover: Nabucco. 
Photography: Michael Brosilow, Andrew Cioffi, Robert Kusel, 
Dan Rest, Todd Rosenberg, Jaclyn Simpson, and Cory Weaver.

2015/16 Carol Fox Award Winner William C. Vance

  •  Executive Committee
  +  Audit Committee
 † National Director

Honorary chairmen of the Board 
The Honorable Bruce Rauner  
The Honorable Rahm Emanuel  

co-chairman emeritus 
Edgar D. Jannotta   
Allan B. Muchin  

chairman  
Richard P. Kiphart 

President and chief executive officer  
David T. Ormesher 

chairman of the executive committee
Lester Crown

General director and chief operating officer
Anthony Freud

Vice Presidents
James L. Alexander  
Sir Andrew Davis 
Renée Fleming 
Shirley Welsh Ryan 
William C. Vance

secretary 
Donna Van Eekeren 
 
treasurer 
Paul J. Carbone  
 
assistant secretary 
Mary Ladish Selander 

assistant treasurer 
Roberta Lane

Rodd M. Schreiber
Jana R. Schreuder •
Marsha Serlin
Brenda M. Shapiro • 
Eric S. Smith • 
Pam F. Szokol
Franco Tedeschi
Mark A. Thierer
Cherryl T. Thomas
William C. Vance • 
Donna Van Eekeren • 
Mark A. Wagner +
Roberta L. Washlow
Miles D. White



The 2015/16 season saw Lyric’s Breaking New Ground campaign moving into its “public phase,” 
focusing on much-needed stage improvements. As Lyric begins to prepare for the upcoming 
new Ring cycle, the long-awaited Lyric premiere of Berlioz’s epic Les Troyens, and a new 
production of Mozart’s The Magic Flute, three new stage lifts, 64 point hoist motors, and a new 
turntable (which can accommodate 19 tons of scenery) must be financed and installed. 

When Breaking New Ground launched in 2012, the Lyric Board of Directors set out to 
modernize its stage equipment; update its media, marketing, and audience development 
programs; produce new and revived major productions of the highest caliber; and strengthen 
its balance sheet.

We were immensely gratified in December 2015 when Breaking New Ground surpassed the 
$100 million threshold, something of a turning point for us. The entire Board of Directors and 
many of our longtime subscribers and patrons had been very generous during this “silent” 
phase of the campaign. We could now focus much of our efforts during 2015/16 on creating 
the stage improvements that have been necessary for Lyric’s continual growth. 

I’m very pleased with the company’s dedicated adherence to our strategic plan, adopted in 
2012. The plan’s central themes remain: fiscal responsibility, artistic excellence, and relevance. 
As we look back at the 2015/16 season, certainly there were many extraordinary examples of 
artistic excellence, beginning with the new productions of The Marriage of Figaro and Wozzeck 
that opened the season. From those operas right through to the wonderful production of 
The King and I, it was, in fact, a remarkable year, accorded with consistent critical acclaim and 
audience enthusiasm. 

The commitment to relevance had one of its major manifestations in Lyric Unlimited. This 
was a splendid year for community engagement, which included a great deal of planning and 
the execution of the opening phases of our new initiative, Chicago Voices. All of us at Lyric are 
looking forward to experiencing this two-year celebration of the human voice and its place in 
Chicago’s cultural life curated by Creative Consultant Renée Fleming.

Fiscal responsibility remains paramount in the day-to-day functioning of the company. While 
ticket sales were something of a challenge this season, we maintain strong discipline in living 
within our means. We are, of course, enormously buoyed by the generosity of our donors and 
subscribers to the Breaking New Ground and the Annual Campaigns, reflecting the gratifying, 
ongoing support from our audience for this inspirational art form. 

Starting in the summer of 2015, Lyric engaged in a very thorough and comprehensive 
operational assessment process. This was a concerted effort to conduct a financial and 
operational evaluation of how we do business, something that had not been attempted in our  
61-year history. We are grateful to PwC, Strategy&, and Board members John W. Oleniczak, 
Paul F. Anderson, and Vinay Couto for the firm’s pro bono service.

As a result of that initiative the company was reorganized around five lines of business: Opera, 
Musicals, Ryan Opera Center, Lyric Unlimited, and Presentations and Events. This aligns with 
what we now call “centers of expertise”: development, human resources, marketing, information 
technology, and finance. For example: we previously had a facilities department that oversaw the 
management of our most significant physical asset, the theater itself. That department has been 
transformed into “Presentations and Events,” with our former Director of Facilities Rich Regan as 
General Manager. He and his colleagues are tasked with leveraging the Theatre’s 80 to 90 “dark 
nights” for other events and concerts, which present an entirely new source of revenue for Lyric.

Lyric has also moved to budgeting and planning on a rolling three-year basis. Given that in 
opera, the company needs to make production and artist commitments many years in advance, 
this gives the institution a much better view into both costs and revenue needs ahead of time.

At last year’s Annual Meeting, I spoke about “one Lyric”—the concept of bringing together 
the various disparate parts of Lyric into one idea and one theme. One suggestion I made was 
getting the voluntary boards working together and sharing member-at-large board members. 
Consequently, I was delighted on May 7 to witness the first-ever co-sponsored gala by the 
Women’s Board and Guild Board. This was a marvelous example of the collaboration that I hope to 
see with increasing frequency from the boards and departments within the “tapestry” that is Lyric.

The first year of my tenure as President and CEO has been a great pleasure. Every aspect of  
this experience has both confirmed my enthusiasm for the company and everything it has to 
offer Chicago and, indeed, the world, as one of today’s standard-setting cultural organizations. 
My thanks go to all the Lyric volunteer boards, to Anthony Freud, Sir Andrew Davis, Renée 
Fleming, and his Senior Management Team, and to the entire Lyric family for making the 2015/16 
season such a success.

P r e s i d e N t ’ s  L e t t e r

I’m very pleased with the company’s dedicated adherence  
to our strategic plan, adopted in 2012. The central themes 
remain: fiscal responsibility, artistic excellence, and relevance. 
As we look back at the 2015/16 season, certainly there were 
many extraordinary examples of artistic excellence. david t. ormesher  

President and Chief Executive Officer 
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G e N e r a L  d i r e c to r ’ s  L e t t e r

New productions are vital to the longevity of opera. After an 
enormously invigorating creative process lasting more than  
three years, the eagerly awaited world premiere of Bel Canto  
was a triumph.

All of us at Lyric felt a tremendous cumulative excitement throughout the 2015/16 season, 
as one major event followed another. The mix of opera performances, concerts, and recitals 
provided a level of artistic achievement in which we can take justifiable pride. 

Two Lyric Unlimited events provided a marvelous prelude to the season: in August, the world 
premiere of Second Nature, written and conducted by the exceptionally gifted Matthew 
Aucoin, presented for hugely enthusiastic family audiences at the Lincoln Park Zoo; and in 
September, our annual Stars of Lyric Opera at Millennium Park concert, which gave a capacity 
audience of more than 11,000 a thrilling preview of the season’s first two productions.

Chicago Shakespeare Theater artistic director Barbara Gaines returned to open this season 
with her second Lyric production. Collaborating with debuting conductor Henrik Nánási and 
a gifted design team, Barbara approached Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro with a delightful 
comedic touch while also bringing out all the humanity of this miraculous work. Anchoring 
the cast were endearing portrayals from two of Europe’s most delightful young artists, Adam 
Plachetka (title role) and Christiane Karg (Susanna). They were surrounded by a sparkling 
ensemble, including Luca Pisaroni, the debuting Rachel Frenkel, and—fresh from her triumph 
at the Met in this opera—Ryan Opera Center alumna Amanda Majeski.

Rossini’s Cinderella returned to Lyric in a production I commissioned during my tenure at 
Houston Grand Opera. The astounding imagination of director Joan Font and his designers 
resulted in a fanciful, pricelessly funny, and absolutely fresh look at this gem of the buffo 
repertoire. The ravishing Isabel Leonard in the title role, Lawrence Brownlee in a sensational 
Lyric debut, and comic masters Alessandro Corbelli and Vito Priante all gave Lyric audiences 
enormous pleasure, as did our remarkable music director, Sir Andrew Davis, leading his very 
first performances of Cinderella. 

Another milestone for Sir Andrew was his first Wozzeck, after many years of conducting Berg’s 
other major works to great acclaim internationally. I cannot recall a more moving presentation 

of Wozzeck than what we experienced in Lyric’s new production of this groundbreaking work. 
Audiences and critics alike were riveted by the artistry of Sir Andrew; the insightful vision of director 
Sir David McVicar and his brilliant designers Vicki Mortimer and Paule Constable; and a stupendous 
cast, headed by Tomasz Konieczny and Angela Denoke in their Lyric debuts. All of us at Lyric 
were thrilled that this production was nominated for a prestigious International Opera Award.

The Metropolitan Opera’s production of Lehár’s The Merry Widow arrived in high style at 
Lyric, just in time for the holiday season. Our matchlessly alluring leading lady, Renée Fleming, 
sparkled again in her reprise of the title role, as did Ryan Opera Center alumna Nicole Cabell in  
the last three performances. Partnering both ladies was Thomas Hampson, in his captivatingly 
debonair portrayal of Count Danilo. Everyone was dazzled by the direction and choreography 
of Broadway’s Susan Stroman, as well as the grand-scale sets by Julian Crouch and William Ivey 
Long’s sumptuous costumes.

After an enormously invigorating creative process lasting more than three years, the eagerly-
awaited world premiere of Bel Canto triumphed. Commissioned by Lyric and composed by 
Jimmy López to a libretto by Nilo Cruz (based on the bestselling novel by Ann Patchett), Bel 
Canto was curated by Lyric Creative Consultant Renée Fleming, whose  dedication to the 
project was profoundly inspiring for all of us. Conducted by Sir Andrew and directed by Kevin 
Newbury, the production boasted a magnificent ensemble cast headed by Danielle de Niese in 
the central role of opera diva Roxane Coss. 

Lyric’s enviable record of success in Verdi repertoire was enhanced by the revival of Nabucco. 
This uniquely exhilarating work, the first triumph of the composer’s career, had passionate 
advocates onstage in Željko Lučić, Tatiana Serjan, and Dmitry Belosselskiy, who gave stupendous 
performances in the central roles. Carlo Rizzi gave the work immensely authoritative style on 
the podium, and Matthew Ozawa (working with Michael Yeargan’s sets and Jane Greenwood’s 
costumes from Lyric’s previous production) contributed a striking new staging. 

anthony freud
General Director
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Strauss’s ever-fresh Der Rosenkavalier returned after a decade, introducing Lyric audiences to 
several important artists. Edward Gardner, one of his generation’s most exciting conductors, 
gave a wonderfully buoyant spirit to this work, to which the orchestra responded with 
consistently superb playing. Directed by Martina Weber of Munich’s Bavarian State Opera, 
the principals onstage truly lived their parts: Sophie Koch and Alice Coote sharing the title 
role, partnered by Amanda Majeski, Martin Gantner, and—in their Lyric debuts—Matthew 
Rose and Christina Landshamer.

Gounod’s Romeo and Juliet brought our first production by Bartlett Sher, whose vast 
experience encompasses great successes in both opera and Shakespeare. His collaboration 
with conductor Emanuel Villaume and design team renowned both in opera and on Broadway 
(Michael Yeargan, Catherine Zuber, and Jennifer Tipton) gave this work a special fire and 
electricity. Joseph Calleja and Eric Cutler each played an ardent Romeo, opposite the 
enchanting Juliet of Ryan Opera Center alumna Susanna Phillips. Supporting them were 
sterling portrayals by Christian Van Horn, Joshua Hopkins, and—in a scintillating, crowd-
pleasing American debut—Marianne Crebassa. The duel scene was masterfully handled  
by today’s pre-eminent fight choreographer, the legendary B. H. Barry.

It was thrilling to welcome Plácido Domingo back to the Lyric stage, after an absence of more 
than a decade. The occasion was a memorable concert on January 9 for which he collaborated 
with another Lyric favorite (and a frequent Domingo recital partner), the dazzling Ana María 
Martínez, with Sir Andrew on the podium. The program of duets from opera and zarzuela was 
a glorious success, prompting Domingo to accept our invitation to return in 2016/17.

The excitement was similarly infectious on February 26, when Russian baritone Dmitri 
Hvorostovsky returned to the company where he made his American debut in 1993. The 
recital he presented, with Ivari Ilja at the piano, offered deeply moving artistry in songs of 
Glinka, Rimsky-Korsakov, Tchaikovsky, and Strauss.

Gerhard Siegel, Tomasz Konieczny, and Brindley Sherratt in Wozzeck

Lyric’s American Musical Theater Initiative continued with our fourth Rodgers and 
Hammerstein show, The King and I, in a production that originated at Paris’s Théâtre du 
Châtelet. The exquisite exoticism of this work was memorably realized by the production’s 
gifted team, headed by conductor David Chase and director Lee Blakeley. Kate Baldwin and 
Paolo Montalban exuded a dazzling chemistry in the demanding central roles.

Once again I must offer heartfelt thanks to Sir Andrew Davis, Renée Fleming; our Senior 
Management Team—Drew Landmesser, Roberta Lane, Mary Ladish Selander, Brent Fisher, 
Cayenne Harris, Elizabeth Landon, Nicholas Ivor Martin, Andreas Melinat, Lisa Middleton,  
Dan Novak, Will Raj, Rich Regan, and Michael Smallwood; our other full-time and seasonal 
staff; our remarkable president David Ormesher; our extraordinary volunteer boards; and our 
devoted Lyric audiences, who have so enthusiastically supported our activities throughout  
the season.
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c r e at i V e  c o N s U Lta N t ’ s  M e s s a G e

Supporting the creation of new work is essential to the future of 
any art form. It is what keeps an arts institution vibrant and 
relevant, instead of receding from the cultural dialogue as a mere 
preserver of historic works. Serving in the role of curator for the 
new world premiere of Bel Canto at Lyric Opera of Chicago has 
been one of the most rewarding experiences in my career.

Award-winning author Ann Patchett and I have been friends since her best-selling novel  
Bel Canto was published in 2001. She agreed to allow Lyric to transform her tale of an opera 
singer in the midst of a hostage crisis into an opera. Sir Andrew Davis, Anthony Freud, and I 
began the search for a composer. After reviewing the work of more than 95 different composers, 
we selected the brilliant Jimmy López to create the music. Pulitzer Prize-winner Nilo Cruz wrote 
the libretto, and Kevin Newbury directed. To our delight, the world premiere received great 
critical acclaim and was a success at the box office. We look forward to its national television 
broadcast on PBS Great Performances in January 2017.

During the 2015/16 season, we began preparations for a major initiative which will continue 
through the 2017/18 season, Chicago Voices. Developed collaboratively with Lyric Unlimited, 
Lyric’s education and community engagement division, this project aims to bring together 
thousands of Chicagoans in a celebration of the human voice. Chicago Voices includes a series 
of multifaceted collaborations, with community-created performances: expert panels and master 
classes; an all-star, multi-genre Gala Concert at the Civic Opera House; and Chicago Voices 
Fest—a series of events spanning several months and encompassing a wide range of educational 
and artistic opportunities for Chicagoans of all ages.  Major support has been provided by 
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the Ford Foundation, J. Thomas Hurvis and the Caerus 
Foundation, The Chicago Community Trust, the City of Chicago Department of Cultural 
Affairs and Special Events, and the Eisen Family Foundation.

Onstage, I was thrilled to portray Hanna Glawari in The Merry Widow, opposite the dashing  
Count Danilo of Thomas Hampson. Sir Andrew Davis led the Lyric Opera Orchestra and the 
audience was charmed by Lehar’s gorgeous score and the beautiful Belle époque production by 
Broadway great Susan Stroman.

My role as Advisor to the Ryan Opera Center continues to be an exceptionally fulfilling one. 
During each stay in Chicago, I work with ensemble members and staff, and my annual master 
class is an opportunity for donors and subscribers to see these amazing young artists hone their 
skills. The Ryan Opera Center continues its tradition of finding and developing the stars of 
tomorrow. The level of talent that this program draws from around the world has never been 
higher, and these are singers to watch. 

I’d like to express my sincere thanks to the “Renée Brigade” for their generous continued 
support, and to all Lyric donors and subscribers who are supporting Chicago Voices and the 
Ryan Opera Center.  It is because of you that these programs are possible, and that Lyric 
remains a cultural leader, not only for Chicago, but for the world. 

renée fleming
Creative Consultant
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David Ormesher, Renée Fleming, Kate Baldwin, Paolo Montalban, and Anthony Freud at the King and I Gala. 

Danielle de Niese in Bel Canto, a world premiere curated by  
Renée Fleming.
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1 ada and Whitney addington with Kevin Newbury
2 Miles smith, robin angly, and anthony freud
3 ethel and William Gofen with Jimmy López
4 ann Patchett, cathie ryan, danielle de Niese, and carol sadow of the 

Walter e. Heller foundation 
5 anthony freud and Helen Zell
6  Jeongchol cha with roberta L. and robert J. Washlow and J’Nai Bridges

7 Josef and Margot Lakonishok with their 
granddaughter and Lawrence Brownlee

8 Jill Jacobs-Baar of Powershares QQQ  
with isabel Leonard 

9 Melvin and randy Berlin
10 sylvia Neil and dan fischel
11 Barbara Gaines, robin and steve solomon
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Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro
New Lyric Opera production generously made 
possible by The Negaunee Foundation, 
Randy L. and Melvin R. Berlin, Sylvia 
Neil and Daniel Fischel, the Abbott Fund, 
Exelon, and JP Morgan Chase & Co. 

Rossini’s Cinderella
Lyric Opera presentation made possible by 
Margot and Josef Lakonishok, The Nelson 
Cornelius Production Endowment Fund, 
and PowerShares QQQ.

Berg’s Wozzeck
New Lyric Opera production generously made 
possible by The Monument Trust (UK), 
Stefan Edlis and Gael Neeson, and Robert 
L. Turner.

Lehár’s The Merry Widow
Lyric Opera presentation generously made 
possible by the Donna Van Eekeren 
Foundation, Howard Gottlieb and Barbara 
Greis, Mr. J. Thomas Hurvis, the Mazza 
Foundation, and Kirkland & Ellis.

12  Kim smith, Barbara Gaines, Luca Pisaroni, and eric smith
13 rose dugdale, Jim dugdale, Kate Baldwin, Linda Grannon, 

and craig Grannon
14   susan Morrison and her granddaughters, Paolo Montalban, 

and Jamie Morrison
15 Lee Blakely and carol Vance
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López’s Bel Canto
Lyric Opera world premiere made possible by 
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Helen 
and Sam Zell, Ethel and William Gofen, Ada 
and Whitney Addington, Walter E. Heller 
Foundation, Roberta L. and Robert J. 
Washlow, the National Endowment for the 
Arts, and Prince Charitable Trusts.

Verdi’s Nabucco
Lyric Opera presentation generously made 
possible by The Elizabeth Morse Genius 
Charitable Trust, the Elizabeth Morse 
Charitable Trust, the Harris Family 
Foundation, and Katherine A. Abelson and 
Robert J. Cornell.

Strauss’s Der Rosenkavalier
Lyric Opera production generously made 
possible by an Anonymous Donor and  
Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross.

Gounod’s Romeo and Juliet
Lyric Opera presentation made possible by the 
NIB Foundation, PowerShares QQQ, Julie 
and Roger Baskes, and Mr. and Mrs. W. 
James Farrell.

rodgers and Hammerstein’s  
The King and I
Lyric Opera premiere made possible by  
The Negaunee Foundation, The Davee 
Foundation, an Anonymous Donor,  
Robert S. and Susan E. Morrison, Northern 
Trust, and with additional support from an 
Anonymous Women's Board Member.

16 Nancy Berman, Laura Wilde, robert cornell, Kathy abelson,  
and orli and Bill staley

17  tatiana serjan with representatives from the elizabeth Morse 
charitable trust and the elizabeth Morse Genius charitable trust

18 emmanuel Villaume and sonia florian
19 Julie and roger Baskes, Marianne crebassa, and anthony freud

20 Marina draper, dan draper of Powershares QQQ 
and susanna Phillips

21 erika and dietrich Gross
22 tom Hurvis and guests with renée fleming
23 Howard Gottlieb, Heidi stober, and Barbara Greis

24 donna Van eekeren and dale connelly with renée fleming 
25 representatives of the Mazza foundation with  

sir andrew davis
26 stefan edlis and Gael Neeson with tomasz Konieczny
27 angela denoke, robert turner, and Peter speliopoulos
28 Jill Grove, stewart Grimshaw, and sir david McVicar
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the Negaunee foundation

New Lyric opera 
production of 
Mozart’s The 
Marriage of Figaro 
generously made 
possible by

The Marriage of Figaro

“That Gaines is clearly on to something 
is obvious: individual characters have 

rarely been more clearly delineated, and 
the opera’s narrative structure has seldom 

been more transparent.”
—dennis Polkow, Seen and Heard International

“With his supple, expressive  
bass-baritone Pisaroni created an 
Almaviva of real flesh and blood.” 

 —Wynne delacoma, Musical America

Conductor: Henrik Nánási
Director: Barbara Gaines 
Set Designer: James Noone
Costume Designer: Susan Mickey
Lighting Designer: Robert Wierzel
Chorus Master: Michael Black
Choreographer: Harrison McEldowney
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Assistant Director: Daniel Ellis
Projected English Titles: Colin Ure

cast (in order of vocal appearance):
Adam Plachetka, Christiane Karg, Brindley Sherratt,  
Katharine Goeldner, Rachel Frenkel, Luca Pisaroni, Keith Jameson, 
Amanda Majeski, Bradley Smoak, Jonathan Johnson,  
Hlengiwe Mkhwanazi, Laura Wilde, Lindsay Metzger 

Katharine Goeldner and Christiane Karg Luca Pisaroni and Amanda Majeski

9 Performances:
Sept. 26, 30; Oct. 3, 6, 9, 15, 18, 21, 24.

By: Wolfgang amadeus Mozart
In Italian with projected English titles

randy L. and  
Melvin r. Berlin

sylvia Neil and  
daniel fischel

N e W  Ly r i c  o P e r a  P r o d U c t i o N



Christian Van Horn, Annie Rosen, Vito Priante, Isabel Leonard, Lawrence Brownlee, Diana Newman, and Alessandro Corbelli Isabel Leonard

the Nelson cornelius Production  
endowment fund

2015/ 16 9

Lyric opera 
presentation 
of rossini’s 
Cinderella 
generously 
made possible 
by

“The troupe’s theatrical ingenuity serves 
a splendid cast headed by American 
mezzo-soprano Isabel Leonard and 

American tenor Lawrence Brownlee, 
along with superior orchestral and 

choral work under Lyric music director 
Andrew Davis.” 

 —John von rhein, Chicago Tribune

Conductor: Sir Andrew Davis
Director: Joan Font 
Set and Costume Designer: Joan Guillén
Lighting Designer: Albert Faura
Chorus Master: Michael Black
Choreographer: Xevi Dorca
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Associate Director: Joan Anton Rechi
Assistant Director: Elise Sandell
Projected English Titles: Patricia Houk

Coproduction of Houston Grand Opera, Welsh National Opera, Gran Teatre del Liceu, and Grand Théâtre de Genève.

cast (in order of vocal appearance):
Diana Newman, Annie Rosen, Isabel Leonard, Christian Van Horn, 
Alessandro Corbelli, Lawrence Brownlee, Vito Priante

Christian Van Horn, Annie Rosen, Vito Priante, Isabel Leonard, Lawrence Brownlee, Diana Newman, and Alessandro Corbelli Isabel Leonard

8 Performances:
Oct. 4, 7, 10, 13, 17, 23, 26, 30.

Margot and Josef Lakonishok

Cinderella By: Gioachino rossini
In Italian with projected English titles
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New Lyric opera 
production of 
Berg’s Wozzeck 
generously made 
possible by

Wozzeck

“Conductor Sir Andrew Davis and his 
orchestra do a sublime job of bringing 
Berg’s jagged but ravishing score—with 
its periodic sequences of lyrical beauty, 

and its interludes of blowsy tavern music 
— fully alive.”

—Hedy Weiss, Chicago Sun-Times

“It’s an uncompromising and important 
artistic statement executed brilliantly by 

McVicar and Lyric Opera.” 
 —John olson, Chicago Theater Beat

Conductor: Sir Andrew Davis
Director: Sir David McVicar 
Set and Costume Designer: Vicki Mortimer
Lighting Designer: Paule Constable
Chorus Master: Michael Black
Children’s Chorus Master: Josephine Lee
Choreographer: Andrew George
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Assistant Director: Daniel Ellis
Projected English Titles: Colin Ure

cast (in order of vocal appearance):
Gerhard Siegel, Tomasz Konieczny, David Portillo, Angela Denoke,  
Jill Grove, Brindley Sherratt, Stefan Vinke, Bradley Smoak,  
Anthony Clark Evans, Alec Carlson, Brenton Ryan,  
Zachary Uzarraga, members of the Chicago Children’s Choir

stefan edlis and Gael 
Neeson

robert L. turner

N e W  Ly r i c  o P e r a  P r o d U c t i o N

Tomasz Konieczny and Angela Denoke

6 Performances:
Nov. 1, 4, 7, 12, 16, 21.

By: alban Berg
In German with projected English titles

Tomasz Konieczny
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Lyric opera 
presentation of 
Lehár’s The Merry 
Widow generously 
made possible by

The Merry Widow

“Indeed, with Fleming and Thomas 
Hampson leading an inspired cast,  

a lavish production, and some exhilarating 
dance sequences, Lyric Opera’s Merry 

Widow makes an undeniably lively and 
dazzling show.”

—Lawrence a. Johnson,  
Chicago Classical Review

“A talented cast, sensitive orchestral 
accompaniment headed by Sir Andrew 

Davis, and lavish sets and costumes made 
for a luminous performance.” 

— Graham emberton, Bachtrack

Conductor: Sir Andrew Davis
Director and Choreographer: Susan Stroman 
Set Designer: Julian Crouch
Costume Designer: William Ivey Long
Original Lighting Designer: Paule Constable
Lighting Designer for Lyric: Chris Maravich
Sound Designer: Mark Grey
Associate Choreographer: Joshua Buscher
Assistant Choreographer: Lauren Kadel
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Associate Director: Dan Rigazzi
Assistant Director: Alan E. Hicks
Projected English Titles: Michael Panayos

Production owned by The Metropolitan Opera.

cast (in order of vocal appearance):
Paul La Rosa, Patrick Carfizzi, Jonathan Weir, Jennie Sophia,  
Jonathan Johnson, Fred Zimmerman, Michael Weber, Michael Spyres, 
Heidi Stober, Genevieve Thiers, Jeff Dumas, Renée Fleming,  
Nicole Cabell, Thomas Hampson, McKinley Carter, Jonah D. Winston, 
Ariane Dolan, Alison Mixon, Emily Pynenburg, Annelise Baker,  
Jen Gorman, Catherine Hamilton  

Renée Fleming and Thomas Hampson. 

10 Performances:
Nov. 14, 17, 20, 23, 25, 28; Dec. 3, 9, 11, 13.

By: franz Lehár
In English with projected titles

donna Van eekeren  
foundation

Howard Gottlieb and 
Barbara Greis

Mr. J. thomas Hurvis Mazza foundation
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Walter e. Heller  
foundation Prince 

charitable 
trusts

Lyric opera 
world premiere of 
López’s Bel Canto 
generously made 
possible by 

Bel Canto

“…A gripping performance and a 
thought-provoking production worthy 

of a world-class opera company.”
 — John von rhein, Chicago Tribune

“López’s orchestration consistently 
engages the ear, wrapping the dramatic 

moments in thrusting accents and 
pulsing rhythms with high winds, 

strident brass and metallic percussion.” 
—Lawrence a. Johnson,  
Chicago Classical Review

Conductor: Sir Andrew Davis
Director: Kevin Newbury 
Set Designer: David Korins
Costume Designer: Constance Hoffman
Lighting Designer: Duane Schuler
Projection Designer: Greg Emetaz
Chorus Master: Michael Black
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Dramaturg: Janice Paran
Assistant Director: Elise Sandell
Projected English Titles: Derek Matson
Spanish Diction Coach: Derek Matson

cast (in order of vocal appearance):
Annie Rosen, Anthony Clark Evans, Rúni Brattaberg, Kimberly 
McCord, Takaoki Onishi, Hoss Brock, Andrew Stenson, William Burden, 
Jeongcheol Cha, Danielle de Niese, John Irvin, Rafael Davila, Bradley 
Smoak, J’Nai Bridges, Alec Carlson, Diana Newman, Anthony Roth 
Costanzo, Jacques Imbrailo, Matthew Carroll  

Ly r i c  o P e r a  W o r L d  P r e M i e r e 

7 Performances:
Dec. 7, 10, 12; Jan. 5, 8, 13, 17.

By: Jimmy López and Nilo cruz 
In Spanish, English, Japanese, Russian, German, French, 
Latin, and Quechua with projected English titles

Bel Canto was created with funds from the Prince Prize for 
Commissioning Original Work, which was awarded to Jimmy López 
and Lyric Opera of Chicago in 2013.

Helen and sam Zell ethel and William  
Gofen

ada and Whitney 
addington

roberta L. and robert J.  
Washlow

Danielle de Niese and John Irvin
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Harris family
foundation

Generous 
sponsors 
of Lyric’s 
presentation of 
Nabucco Verdi's 
are

“The Russian bass Dmitry Belosselskiy 
showed why he is a rising artist to 

watch. He possesses a smooth, unforced 
voice, beautifully modulated and 

elegantly reassuring.”
—Nancy Malitz, Chicago on the Aisle

“Michael Black blends one of the biggest 
choruses into a glorious singularity, 

nailing the most well-known number, 
the emotion-heavy ‘Va, pensiero’as the 

highlight of the production.”
— clint May, Chicago Theater Beat

Conductor: Carlo Rizzi
Director: Matthew Ozawa 
Set Designer: Michael Yeargan
Costume Designer: Jane Greenwood
Lighting Designer: Duane Schuler
Projection Designer: Chris Maravich
Chorus Master: Michael Black
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Assistant Director: Alan E. Hicks
Projected English Titles: Francis Rizzo

cast (in order of vocal appearance):
Dmitri Belosselskiy, Sergei Skorokhodov, Elizabeth DeShong, Tatiana Serjan, 
Željko Lučić, Laura Wilde, Stefan Szkafarowsky, Jesse Donner 

Dmitry Belosselskiy

7 Performances:
Jan. 23, 27, 31; Feb. 3, 6, 9, 12.

Nabucco By: Giuseppe Verdi
In Italian with projected English titles

Lyric Opera production originally made possible by the Gramma Fisher Foundation of Marshalltown, Iowa.

Katherine a. abelson and robert J. cornell
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an anonymous donor

Lyric opera 
production of 
strauss’s  
Der Rosenkavalier 
generously made 
possible by

Der Rosenkavalier

“…one of the most glorious Strauss 
scores, a beautiful and poignant love 
story combined with grand sets and 

costumes, and singers in top-notch form 
with both the acting and vocal skills to 

pull it off in a world-class manner.”

 —James Murray, ShowBiz Chicago

Conductor: Edward Gardner
Director: Martina Weber
Set and Costume Designer: Thierry Bosquet
Lighting Designer: Duane Schuler
Chorus Master: Michael Black
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Assistant Director: Elise Sandell
Projected English Titles: Francis Rizzo

cast (in order of vocal appearance):
Sophie Koch (Feb. 8-12)/Alice Coote (Mar. 4-13), Amanda Majeski, 
Zach Thomas, Mingjie Lei, Matthew Rose, Matthew Cobb, Chris 
Lysy, Geoffrey Agpalo, Ronald Watkins, Hoss Brock, Kenneth Nichols, 
Hlengiwe Mkhwanazi, Lindsay Metzger, Annie Rosen, Diana Newman, 
Alec Carlson, Rodell Rosel, René Barbera, Philip Kraus, Megan Marino,  
Martin Gantner, Laura Wilde, Matthew DiBattista, Christina Landshamer, 
Jonathan Johnson, Jesse Donner, Anthony Clark Evans, Richard Ollarsaba, 
Bradley Smoak, Patrick Guetti

8 Performances:
Feb. 8, 13, 16, 20; Mar. 4, 7, 10, 13.

By: richard strauss
In German with projected English titles 

Christina Landshamer and Sophie Koch

Mr. & Mrs. dietrich M. Gross
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Lyric opera 
presentation 
of Gounod’s 
Romeo and Juliet 
generously made 
possible by

Romeo and Juliet

“Phillips captures Juliet’s youthfulness 
and immaturity in her nimble and 
flighty movements across the stage, 
carefree flinging of various objects, 

and breathtaking coloratura…French 
conductor Emmanuel Villaume moves 

the music forward ever so deftly, 
keeping it wonderfully lithe and lively.”

—Barnaby Hughes, Stage and Cinema

Julie and roger Baskes

Joseph Calleja and Susanna Phillips

By: charles Gounod
In French with projected English titles

Conductor: Emmanuel Villaume
Director: Bartlett Sher
Set Designer: Michael Yeargan
Costume Designer: Catherine Zuber
Lighting Designer: Jennifer Tipton
Chorus Master: Michael Black
Choreographer: Chase Brock
Fight Director: B. H. Barry
Ballet Mistress: August Tye
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Associate Director: Gina Lapinski
Assistant Director: Jodi Gage
Projected English Titles: Derek Matson

Production owned by The Metropolitan Opera.

cast (in order of vocal appearance):
Jason Slayden, Takaoki Onishi, Philip Horst, Susanna Phillips,  
Joshua Hopkins, Joseph Calleja (Feb. 22-Mar. 8)/Eric Cutler (Mar. 11-19), 
Deborah Nansteel, Anthony Clark Evans, Marianne Crebassa,  
Mingjie Lei, Christian Van Horn, David Govertsen

9 Performances:
Feb. 22, 25, 28; Mar. 2, 5, 8, 11, 16, 19.

Mr. and Mrs. W. James farrell
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“Under Lee Blakeley’s direction, the action 

runs quickly and smoothly, with just the 

right balance between scenes of intimacy 

and scenes of grandeur”   

—Barnaby Hughes, Stage and Cinema

Lyric opera 
premiere of rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s 
The King and I 
generously made
possible by

robert s. and  
susan e. Morrison

By: richard rodgers and oscar Hammerstein ii The King and I production created by the Théâtre du Châtelet, Paris on June 13, 2014. General Director Jeanluc Choplin.

Kate Baldwin and Paolo Montalban Ali Ewoldt

the Negaunee  
foundation

the davee  
foundation

an anonymous  
donor 

With additional support from 

an anonymous  
Women's Board 
Member 
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Conductor: David Chase
Director: Lee Blakely
Set Designer: Jean-Marc Puissant
Costume Designer: Sue Blane
Lighting Designer: Rick Fisher
Sound Designer: Mark Grey
Chorus Master: Michael Black

Choreographer: Peggy Hickey
Assistant Choreographer: Seth Hoff
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer:  
    Sarah Hatten
Assistant Director: Erik Friedman
Fight Director: Nick Sandys
Sound Engineer: Joe Schofield

cast (in order of vocal appearance):
John Lister, Charlie Babbo, Kate Baldwin,  
Jomar Ferreras, Alan Ariano, Paolo Montalban,  
Ali Ewoldt, Rona Figueroa, Matthew Uzarraga,  
Leila Koss, Sam Simahk, David Parkes, Peter Sipla

25 Performances:
Apr. 29, 30; May 1, 5, 6, 7*, 8*, 10, 11, 12*, 13, 14*, 15, 17, 
18*, 19, 20, 21*, 22.
*Afternoon and evening performances

1 Greg and Mamie case with caroline and charlie Huebner
2 sheila and Mike foley with Kate Baldwin
3 Paolo Montalban, Maggie rock adams, and rod rock 
4  Lead sponsor of The King and I celebration, Zurich,  

dining in the boxes

5  dancers and musicians from the thai cultural and  
fine arts institute

6  anthony freud and renée fleming with ted chapin, 
President and chief creative officer, rodgers and 
Hammerstein foundation

7 Patrick G. and shirley W. ryan

Paolo Montalban and Kate Baldwin

The King and I 
Gala was 
generously 
sponsored by
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L e a d  s p o n s o r :

cosponsors: 
anonymous (2)
Baker tilly Virchow Krause LLP
Marlys a. Beider

christine and Paul Branstad family foundation
crain-Maling foundation
ernst & young LLP
rhoda L. and Henry s. frank

Greg and annie Jones/the edgewater funds
sipi Metals corp.
Music Performance trust fund and film funds 

s ta r s  o f  Ly r i c  o P e r a  at  M i L L e N N i U M  Pa r K  2 0 1 5

1
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The 2015/16 season marked a successful fourth year of Lyric 
Opera’s redefined and reinvigorated education and community 
engagement initiative, Lyric Unlimited.

Through new initiatives and highly regarded ongoing 
programs, Lyric Unlimited endeavors to:

 
•  Deepen and broaden Lyric’s community   
 service 

• Develop collaborative relationships    
 with a range of organizations throughout  
 the Chicago area 

• Explore the development of opera as an art  
 form through innovative programming and  
 unconventional presentations

some of the noteworthy programs and activities of Lyric Unlimited 
during the 2015/16 season included:
Building on Lyric Opera’s distinguished history of education programs, Lyric Unlimited was established in 2012 
to provide a relevant cultural service to communities throughout the Chicago area, including communities 
for whom opera and opera companies have been largely irrelevant. Lyric Unlimited’s initiatives are integral to 
Lyric’s mission to provide a service that is compelling, distinctive, and radical within the field while advancing the 
development of the art form. 

With the growth of Lyric Unlimited, Lyric has seen an unprecedented level of interaction with audiences and 
community members. The 2015/16 season built on the programmatic achievements and dynamic relationships 
fostered in previous seasons to expand the initiative’s reach and relevance within Chicago’s broad and diverse 
communities. Longstanding educational programs such as Opera in the Neighborhoods, Performances for 
Students, and Student Backstage Tours continue to form the backbone of Lyric Unlimited, offering a range of 
touch points to engage students and teachers in the integration of the arts into classroom learning. This season, 

Opera Residencies



20

Lyric Unlimited’s Opera Residencies expanded to 40 classrooms in 15 different schools 
throughout the city of Chicago. Chicago Public School students, who participate free of cost, 
currently make up 92% of those engaged in this in-school program.
 
In addition, Lyric Unlimited has invested itself heavily in diversifying its range of new 
productions and activities, driven by Lyric’s commitment to broadening our audience and  
to providing a service that is relevant, engaging, and accessible to audiences throughout the 
city we exist to serve.
 
During the 2015/16 season, Lyric Unlimited commissioned Second Nature, a new opera 
for youth, presented in partnership with the Lincoln Park Zoo. Following the premiere 
performances at the Zoo, Second Nature had more than 30 additional performances as part 
of the Opera in the Neighborhoods program.

In conjunction with the main stage world premiere opera Bel Canto,  
Lyric Unlimited developed a series of free, public events to engage both longtime opera 
patrons and audiences new to the genre by highlighting the opera’s connections to the novel 
on which it was based, the social and political environment which surrounds the plot, and the 
composer’s own journey to writing his first operatic work. 

With Lyric’s Creative Consultant Renée Fleming, Lyric Unlimited launched a major new 
initiative called Chicago Voices, which over the course of the next two years will bring together 
thousands of Chicagoans in a celebration of the human voice. Chicago Voices will highlight the 
unique heritage of Chicago vocalism, bringing together artists of all genres in participatory arts 
experiences and demonstrating how opera can have relevance to people of all backgrounds, 
ethnicities, and interests.

Vocal Partnership Program with Chicago Academy for the Arts

Second Nature
Student Backstage Tour



Second Nature

Youth Opera Council
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MaJor coNtriBUtors –  
61st seasoN – Lyric UNLiMited
With major support from the

ProGraM sPoNsors

Bel Canto symposium 
Katherine A. Abelson Educational  
 Endowment Fund
The Wallace Foundation

caminos a la ópera  
(Pathways to opera)
U.S. Bank

chicago Voices
Leadership Funding:
J. Thomas Hurvis
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Ford Foundation 

Additional Support from:
The Chicago Community Trust
City of Chicago Department of Cultural  
 Affairs and Special Events
Eisen Family Foundation

commentaries
Patrick G. Ryan and Shirley Welsh Ryan
 In Honor of their Parents
 
General support
Leadership Funding:
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

Additional Funding By:
Anonymous (2)
Baxter International, Inc.
Helen Brach Foundation
Roger and Chaz Ebert Foundation
John Edelman and Suzanne Krohn
Envestnet
Dan J. Epstein Family Foundation/ 
 Judy Guitelman & ALAS Wings
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Gidwitz
Helyn D. Goldenberg
The Dolores Kohl Education Foundation  
 - Morris and Dolores Kohl Kaplan Fund
Judith Z. and Steven W. Lewis Family
The Barbara and Frank Lieber Family  
 Charitable Trust
Morgan Stanley
Northern Trust
Matt and Carrie Parr
Rosy and Jose Luis Prado
J. Christopher and Anne N. Reyes  
 Foundation
Charles and M.R. Shapiro Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Trapp
The Wallace Foundation
Michael Welsh and Linda Brummer

 

Lyric express
Tawani Foundation

NeXt student ticket Program
Lead Sponsor:
The Grainger Foundation

Cosponsors:
Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Anderson
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Atkinson, Jr.
The Brinson Foundation
The Ferguson-Yntema Family Charitable Trust
Elaine Frank
Komarek-Hyde-McQueen Foundation/ 
 Patricia Hyde
NiSource
Nuveen Investments
Satter Family Foundation
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation

Pre-opera talks
Mr. and Mrs. Edward O. Boshell, Jr.
The Kip Kelley Foundation
James and Michele Young 

senior Matinee
Shirley and Benjamin Gould Endowment Fund
Louise H. Landau Foundation
Lannan Foundation
Dr. Sondra C. Rabin
The Retirement Research Foundation
The Siragusa Foundation

student Backstage tours
Shirley and Benjamin Gould Endowment Fund

Vocal Partnership Program
Bank of America

youth opera council
Terry J. Medhurst
Penelope and Robert Steiner 

WitH MaJor sUPPort 
ProVided froM tHe NaNcy 
W. KNoWLes stUdeNt aNd 
faMiLy PerforMaNces fUNd

second Nature
Lead Sponsor:
J. Christopher and Anne N. Reyes

Cosponsors:
Anonymous
Joyce E. Chelberg

Dover Foundation
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
Brent and Katie Gledhill
Goldman Sachs
Mr. and Mrs. Eric L. Hirschfield
Kenneth R. Norgan
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation
Walter Family Foundation
Wintrust Community Banks

Additional Support from:
Norman and Virginia Bobins/The  
 Robert Thomas Bobins Foundation
Richard P. and Susan Kiphart

opera in the Neighborhoods
Anonymous

opera residencies for schools
Anonymous
Robert and Isabelle Bass Foundation, Inc.
BNY Mellon
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation

Performances for students
Baird
Bulley & Andrews LLC
Dan J. Epstein Family Foundation/ 
 Judy Guitelman & ALAS Wings
General Mills Foundation
John Hart and Carol Prins
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Segal Family Foundation
Bill and Orli Staley Foundation
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation
Michael Welsh and Linda Brummer



B r e a K i N G  N e W  G r o U N d

22

The Breaking New Ground campaign exceeded its ‘silent phase’ fundraising goal of $100 
million in October 2015 through a combination of cash contributions, pledges, and bequests, 
staunch evidence of the loyalty and generosity of Lyric’s donor family. 

Lyric is tremendously grateful for the significant support of our patrons. However, as our 
out-of-date stage equipment continues to deteriorate, it has become increasingly apparent 
that immediate action must be taken to maintain the highest standards of safety, quality, and 
financial stability. In the public phase of the Breaking New Ground campaign Lyric is raising 
additional funds specifically for stage renovations, which are absolutely vital for several 
productions in upcoming seasons. These funds will provide for the most pressing needs, 
including installing new stage lifts, a turntable, replacing and adding point hoists, installing  
a counterweight pipe automation system, and modernizing our stage lighting equipment. 
With these improvements, which are already underway, Lyric will continue to produce operas 
of the highest artistic quality while maintaining our commitment to fiscal responsibility.

When the Civic Opera House was built in 1929, it was the most state-of-the-art theater 
of its time. However, the stage has steadily deteriorated over the years, and Lyric grapples 
with the challenges of a performance space that is woefully ill-equipped and unable to 

poperly accommodate modern productions. These challenges influence every decision 
it makes about upcoming productions. It is very difficult to rent or co-produce with sister 
opera companies such as The Royal Opera House or San Francisco Opera because their 
technology is far more advanced. 

Through the Breaking New Ground campaign, Lyric’s goal is to raise funds to undertake the 
major purchases and renovations necessary to replace outdated, unsafe, and deteriorating 
equipment and to bring the facilities of the Civic Opera House up to 21st century artistic 
and technological standards. By the end of the 2016 calendar year, the Breaking New Ground 
campaign for stage equipment will raise $1,700,000 for our most pressing equipment needs. 
Within the next two to three years, Lyric needs a total of $7,600,000, with an ultimate goal of 
raising $16,300,000 over the next five years.

A considerable investment in equipment will dramatically improve our ability to produce 
high-quality operas efficiently and cost-effectively and will reinforce Lyric’s position as a 
leader in its field, creating and sharing innovative new productions of the absolute highest 
caliber with audiences, and sister opera companies around the world.        

rebuilt 1999
renovated 2011

renovated 2016

The Royal Opera Le Grand Théâtre de Genève Gran Teatre del Liceu The San Francisco Opera

rebuilt 1999
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Anonymous
Caerus Foundation, Inc.
The Monument Trust (UK)
The Negaunee Foundation
John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols
J. Christopher and Anne N. Reyes  
 Foundation
Patrick G. Ryan and Shirley Welsh Ryan

Julie and Roger Baskes
Christopher Carlo and Robert Chaney
David and Orit Carpenter
Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross
Nancy W. Knowles
Earl and Brenda Shapiro Foundation
 
Anonymous
Abbott and Abbott Fund
The Crown Family
Stefan T. Edlis and H. Gael Neeson
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation

Anonymous (2)
Randy L. and Melvin R. Berlin
The Henry and Gilda Buchbinder  
 Family Foundation
Julius Frankel Foundation
Gramma Fisher Foundation of  
 Marshalltown, Iowa
Harris Family Foundation
Richard P. and Susan Kiphart

Nuveen Investments
OptumRx
Sheila and David Ormesher
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Osborn
PwC
David Ramon

John and Ann Amboian
Robert and Evelyn McCullen
Allan and Elaine Muchin
Northern Trust
Susan and Robert E. Wood II

Anonymous (2)
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Marion A. Cameron
Ann and Reed Coleman 
Nancy Dehmlow
John Edelman and Suzanne Krohn
Mr. and Mrs. W. James Farrell 
The Ferguson-Yntema Family  
 Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Gidwitz 
Sue and Melvin Gray
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Johnson 
Stephen A. Kaplan and Alyce K. Sigler
Mr. and Mrs. George D. Kennedy
Lavin Family Foundation
Blythe Jaski McGarvie
Jeffrey C. Neal and Susan J. Cellmer

Mr. and Mrs. James J. O’Connor
Edward B. Rouse and Barbara R. Rouse
Rose L. Shure Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Thomas
Roberta L. Washlow and Robert J. Washlow
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Weiss

Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Anderson
Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel
Mr. and Mrs. Larry A. Barden
John W. and Rosemary K. Brown Family  
 Foundation
Joyce Chelberg
Vinay Couto and Lynn Vincent
Ann M. Drake
Lois Eisen
Lloyd Gerlach, in memory of Mary Ann  
 Gerlach
Virginia and Gary Gerst
Ruth Ann M. Gillis and Michael J.  
 McGuinnis
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney L. Goldstein
Komarek-Hyde-McQueen Foundation/ 
 Patricia Hyde
Near North Chapter
William C. and Nancy Richardson
Candace and Gary Ridgway
Collin and Lili Roche
Marsha Serlin

Larry G. Simpson and Edward T. Zasadil
Mary Stowell

Anonymous
American Airlines
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Beata
Diane and Michael Beemer
Ross and Patricia D. Bender
Sir Andrew Davis and Lady Gianna  
 Rolandi Davis
Erika E. Erich
Anthony Freud and Colin Ure
James R. Grimes
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Hay
Carl J. Hildner
James and Mary Houston
Mr. and Mrs. Roger B. Hull
The King Family Foundation
Reinhardt H. and Shirley R. Jahn  
 Foundation
Frank B. Modruson and Lynne C. Shigley
Kenneth R. Norgan
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Oberlander
Joseph O. Rubinelli, Jr.
Howard Solomon and Sarah Billinghurst  
 Solomon
David J. Varnerin
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Owen and Linda Youngman

Josef and Margot Lakonishok
Robert H. Malott
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Morrison
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Redfield
Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. Deutsch  
 Foundation
Lisbeth Cherniack Stiffel
Anne Zenzer

Anonymous
Alice and John Butler 
Jack and Peggy Crowe
Maurice and Patricia Frank
ITW
Edgar D. Jannotta Family
Mr. and Mrs. Fred A. Krehbiel
NIB Foundation
Pritzker Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Vance

Ada and Whitney Addington
James N. and Laurie V. Bay
Bulley & Andrews
Paul and Amy Carbone
Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Considine
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Ferro, Jr.
Brent and Katie Gledhill
Ethel and William Gofen
Jenner & Block LLP
Jim and Kay Mabie
Sylvia Neil and Daniel Fischel
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Bavarian State Opera Lyric Opera of Chicago

Lyric Opera is extremely grateful to the many donors who 
have made gifts of less than $25,000 to the Breaking New 
Ground campaign. Space limitations prevent listing them all,  
but their generosity is sincerely appreciated. 



a r i a  s o c i e t y

($100,000 and above)
Anonymous (7)
Abbott Fund
Katherine A. Abelson and Robert J. Cornell
Ada and Whitney Addington
American Airlines
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Julie and Roger Baskes
James N. and Laurie V. Bay
Marlys Beider
Randy L. and Melvin R. Berlin
BMO Harris Bank
Henry M. and Gilda R. Buchbinder
Carolyn S. Bucksbaum
The John and Jacolyn Bucksbaum Foundation
The Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
City of Chicago Department of Cultural  
 Affairs and Special Events
closerlook, inc.
Estate of Nelson D. Cornelius
Mr. and Mrs. John V. Crowe
The Crown Family

The Davee Foundation
Estate of Christopher D. Doemel
Stefan T. Edlis and Gael Neeson
Exelon
Mr. and Mrs. W. James Farrell
Ford Foundation
Julius Frankel Foundation
Estate of Dr. Martin L. Gecht and Francey Gecht
Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Ethel and William Gofen
Howard Gottlieb and Barbara Greis
The Grainger Foundation
Gramma Fisher Foundation of Marshalltown, Iowa
Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
Harris Family Foundation
Walter E. Heller Foundation
J. Thomas Hurvis
ITW
Jenner & Block
Estate of Amyl W. Johnson

JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Richard P. and Susan Kiphart
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Dr. David G. Knott and Ms. Francoise Girard
Nancy W. Knowles
Mr. and Mrs. Fred A. Krehbiel
Josef and Margot Lakonishok
Estate of Arthur B. Logan
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
Robert H. Malott
Mazza Foundation
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The Monument Trust (UK)
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Morrison
The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
National Endowment for the Arts
Sylvia Neil and Daniel Fischel
The Negaunee Foundation
Jerome and Elaine Nerenberg Foundation
NIB Foundation
John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols
Northern Trust

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Osborn
David and Sheila Ormesher
PowerShares QQQ
Protiviti
PwC
J. Christopher and Anne N. Reyes Foundation
Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation
Patrick G. and Shirley Welsh Ryan
Estate of Thomas W. Scheuer
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Earl and Brenda Shapiro Foundation
Lisbeth Stiffel
Strategy&, Formerly Booz & Company
Mrs. Herbert A. Vance
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Vance
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation
The Wallace Foundation
Roberta L. and Robert J. Washlow
Helen and Sam Zell
Ann Ziff

Stefan Edlis and Gael Neeson Ethel and Bill Gofen Shirley W. and Patrick G. Ryan
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corPorate sUPPort

Platinum Grand Benefactor
($50,000 - $99,999)
Aon
Baxter International Inc.
Latham & Watkins, LLP
Make It Better Media
Nuveen Investments
Sidley Austin LLP
Zurich

Golden Grand Benefactor
($25,000 - $49,999)
Ardmore Associates
Bain & Company
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP
Bank of America
Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar &  
 Scott LLP
Bulley & Andrews LLC
DLA  Piper LLP (US)
Dover Foundation
Ernst & Young LLP
Fellowes, Inc.
Goldman Sachs
KPMG LLP
Mayer Brown LLP
Morgan Stanley
NiSource
OptumRx
Sipi Metals Corp.
Skadden
Stepan Company
United Scrap Metal, Inc.
U.S. Bank
Walgreens

silver Grand Benefactor
($10,000 - $24,999)
Alexander & Alexander,  
 Attorneys at Law
BNY Mellon
The Chicago Group at Morgan Stanley
Chicago Title and Trust Company  
 Foundation
Evans Food Group
OPERA America
The PrivateBank
Quarles & Brady LLP
Reed Smith LLP
Spencer Stuart
Starshak Winzenburg & Co.
UL LLC
Wintrust Community Banks

Premier Benefactor
($7,500 - $9,999)
Amsted Industries Foundation
Chicago White Metal Charitable  
 Foundation
Envestnet
Thermos LLC
William Blair & Company

Benefactor
($5,000 - $7,499)
Baird
General Mills Foundation
Italian Village Restaurants
Sahara Enterprises, Inc.
Shure Incorporated

Bravo circle
($3,500 - $4,999)
Corporate Suites Network
Invesco
Lazard Asset Management
Old Republic International Corporation

iNdiVidUaL,  
foUNdatioN, aNd  
GoVerNMeNt  
sUPPort 

Platinum Grand Benefactor
($50,000 - $99,999)
Anonymous (4)
The Brinson Foundation
David and Orit Carpenter
Greg and Mamie Case
The Chicago Community Trust
City of Chicago Department of  
 Cultural Affairs and Special Events
Ann and Reed Coleman
Mr. and Mrs. A. Steven Crown
Rhoda L. and Henry S. Frank
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Gidwitz
Brent and Katie Gledhill
Sue and Melvin Gray
The Handa Foundation
Estate of Elaine H. Hansen
Howard Family Foundation
Illinois Arts Council
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Knight III
The Knowles Foundation
Lauter McDougal Charitable Fund
Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick  
 Family Foundation
Allan and Elaine Muchin
Polk Bros. Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts
Nancy S. Searle
Barbara and Barre Seid Foundation
Howard Solomon and Sarah  
 Billinghurst Solomon
Estate of Gerald Sunko
Robert L. Turner

Golden Grand Benefactor
($25,000 - $49,999)
Anonymous (9)
Paul and Mary Anderson
Robin Angly
Estate of James Ascareggi
Robert and Isabelle Bass Foundation, Inc.
Christine and Paul Branstad Family Foundation
Amy and Paul Carbone
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Cellmer/Neal Foundation Fund
Joyce E. Chelberg
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Cole
Estate of Robert P. Cooke
The Cozad Family
Crain-Maling Foundation
Sir Andrew Davis and Lady Gianna  
 Rolandi Davis
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Denny
Ann M. Drake
Drs. George and Sally Dunea
Eisen Family Foundation
Dan J. Epstein Family Foundation/ 
 Judy Guitelman & ALAS Wings
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene F. Fama
The Ferguson-Yntema Family Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Ferro, Jr.
Elaine Frank
Maurice and Patricia Frank
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Don and Abby Funk
Carl A. and Fern B. Gaensslen Charitable  
 Giving Fund
Ruth Ann M. Gillis and Michael J. McGuinnis
Estate of Carlyn E. Goettsch
Mary Ellen Hennessy
Martha A. Hesse
Mr. and Mrs. Eric L. Hirschfield
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Huebner
The Edgar D. Jannotta Family
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Johnson
Greg and Annie Jones/The Edgewater Funds
Julian Family Foundation
Joseph M. Kacena Endowed Fund
Mr. and Mrs. George D. Kennedy
Patricia A. Kenney and Gregory J. O’Leary
Komarek-Hyde-McQueen Foundation/ 
 Patricia Hyde
Lavin Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Burt Lewis
Jim and Kay Mabie
Judith W. McCue and Howard M. McCue III
Robert and Evelyn McCullen
Blythe Jaski McGarvie

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. McKenna
Susan M. Miller
Frank B. Modruson and Lynne C. Shigley
Music Performance Trust Fund and Film  
 Funds
Linda K. and Dennis M. Myers
Kenneth R. Norgan
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Oberlander
Matt and Carrie Parr
Estate of Ira J. Peskind
Ingrid Peters
The C. G. Pinnell Family
J. B. and M. K. Pritzker Family Foundation
Collin and Lili Roche
Betsy and Andy Rosenfield
Sandra and Earl Rusnak, Jr.
Rodd M. Schreiber and Susan Hassan
The Schroeder Foundation
Segal Family Foundation
Charles and M.R. Shapiro Foundation, Inc.
Lois B. Siegel
Morris Silverman and Lori Ann Komisar
Bill and Orli Staley Foundation
Joseph and Pam Szokol
Tawani Foundation
Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Weiss
Paul Wood and The Honorable  
 Corinne Wood 

silver Grand Benefactor
($10,000 - $24,999)
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Aagaard
Kenneth Aldridge
John and Ann Amboian
Mr. and  Mrs. Stuart Applebaum
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Atkinson, Jr.
Juliette F. Bacon
E. M. Bakwin
Mr. and Mrs. Larry A. Barden
Paul and Robert Barker Foundation
Robert S. Bartolone
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Beata

Nancy Knowles with Roberta and Bob Washlow

Ross and Patricia D. Bender
Mr. and Mrs. Merrill E. Blau
Norman and Virginia Bobins/The Robert  
 Thomas Bobins Foundation
Heidi Heutel Bohn
Mr. and Mrs. John Jay Borland
Mr. and Mrs. Edward O. Boshell, Jr.
Helen Brach Foundation
Betty Bradshaw
Christine and Paul Branstand 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Broadie
Rosemarie and Dean L. Buntrock
Mr. and Mrs. Duane L. Burnham
The Butler Family Foundation
Marie Campbell
Hal Coon
Lawrence O. Corry
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Crawford, Jr.
Rosemary and John Croghan
Marsha Cruzan
Dr. and Mrs. Tapas K. Das Gupta
M. Dillon
Shawn M. Donnelley and  
 Christopher M. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Drebin
John Edelman and Suzanne Krohn
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Elden
Erika E. Erich
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
Joan and Robert Feitler
Sonja and Conrad Fischer
Barbara and Richard Franke
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Friedmann
Susan J. Garner
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney L. Goldstein
Phillip and Norma Gordon
Mrs. William B. Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Gray
Mrs. Mary Winton Green
Maria C. Green and Oswald G. Lewis
Estate of Allen Greenberger
Estate of Betty Guttman
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Hank
Dr. James and Mrs. Susan Hannigan
Joan W. Harris

John Hart and Carol Prins
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Hay
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
Mrs. John C. Hedley
Dr. Judith and Mr. Mark C. Hibbard
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne J. Holman III
Mr. and Mrs. Roger B. Hull
James Huntington Foundation
Capt. Bernardo Iorgulescu, USMC Memorial Fund
Susan Ipsen
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Jentes
Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Jorndt
Stephen A. Kaplan and Alyce K. Sigler
Stephen Kohl and Mark Tilton
Gerald A. and Karen A. Kolschowsky Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Sanfred Koltun
Karin Korth
Dr. and Mrs. Mark F. Kozloff
Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel
Albert and Rita Lacher
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Nix Lauridsen and Virginia Croskery Lauridsen
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Lenny
The Barbara and Frank Lieber Family  
 Charitable Trust
Philip G. Lumpkin
Jeanne Randall Malkin Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marjan
Robert C. Marks
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
Jean McLaren and John Nitschke
Erma S. Medgyesy
Terry J. Medhurst
Dawn G. Meiners
Jon and Lois Mills
Martha A. Mills
Mr. and Mrs. Todd D. Mitchell
Mrs. William J. Neiman
David J. and Dolores D. Nelson
Fredric G. and Mary Louise Novy Foundation
Martha C. Nussbaum
Pasquinelli Family Foundation
Mrs. Vernon J. Pellouchoud
Maya Polsky
Rosy and Jose Luis Prado
Andra and Irwin Press
Dr. and Mrs. James C. Pritchard
Merle Reskin
The Rhoades Foundation
Candy and Gary Ridgway
Dr. Petra and Mr. Randy O. Rissman
The Rooney Family
Dr. and Mrs. Ricardo Rosenkranz
John W. and Jeanne M. Rowe
Joseph O. Rubinelli, Jr.
Susan and David Ruder
Richard O. Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Sandner
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Santi
Mrs. Robert E. Sargent
Eric and Jana Schreuder
Alan Schriesheim and Kay Torshen
Mary Beth Shea
Richard W. Shepro and Lindsay E. Roberts
The George L. Shields Foundation, Inc.

The Shubert Foundation
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Larry G. Simpson and Edward T. Zasadil
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Stark
Dr. Cynthia V. Stauffacher
Dusan Stefoski and Craig Savage
Penelope and Robert Steiner
Jennifer L. Stone
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Stone
Thierer Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Thomas
Mrs. Theodore D. Tieken
Virginia Tobiason
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Trapp
Tully Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Underwood
Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Van Nice
Howard A. Vaughan, Jr.
Estate of Sheila von Wiese-Mack
Dan and Patty Walsh
Walter Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Weinberg
Harriet Weinstein
Michael Welsh and Linda Brummer
Kim and Miles D. White
Dr. David H. Whitney and Dr. Juliana Chyu
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Willson
Mrs. John A. Wing
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Wood II
Debbie K. Wright
James and Michele Young
Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk
Anne Zenzer and Dominick DeLuca

Premier Benefactor
($7,500 - $9,999)
Anonymous (5)
Kelley and Susan Anderson
L. Robert Artoe
Judith Barnard and Michael Fain
Mark and Judy Bednar
Meta S. and Ronald Berger Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. D. Theodore Berghorst

Lieselotte N. Betterman
Patrick J. Bitterman
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Bowen
Dr. Charles Bower
Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden
Joy Buddig
Mrs. Warren M. Choos
Thomas A. Clancy and Dana I. Green
Lynd W. Corley
Susan E. Cremin
Anne Megan Davis
Decyk Charitable Foundation
Nancy Dehmlow
Fred L. Drucker and Hon. Rhoda Sweeney
Harvey S. and Sheila Dulin
Roger and Chaz Ebert Foundation
Donald and Anne Edwards
Richard B. Egen
Robert F. Finke
Dr. Jorge Galante
Mr. and Mrs. J. Jeffrey Geldermann
Lloyd Gerlach
Virginia and Gary Gerst
George and Maureen Gilmore
Mr. and Mrs. Stanford Goldblatt
Helyn D. Goldenberg
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Goodyear, Jr.
Chester A. Gougis and Shelley Ochab
Dr. Doris Graber
Mr. and Mrs. Louis E. Gross
Joan M. Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Julian W. Harvey
Katie Hazelwood and Todd Kaplan
Mrs. Richard S. Holson, Jr.
James and Mary Houston
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Jaffee
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Karoly
Nancy Rita Kaz
Kate T. Kestnbaum
The Dolores Kohl Education Foundation -  
 Morris & Dolores Kohl Kaplan Fund
Martin and Patricia Koldyke
MaryBeth Kretz and Robert Baum
Louise H. Landau Foundation

Lannan Foundation
Bernard and Averill Leviton
Julius Lewis
Jim and SuAnne Lopata
Francine Manilow
Daniel T. Manoogian
Shari Mayes
Mr. and Mrs. James A. McClung
Egon and Dorothy Menker
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Milliken
Mr. and Mrs. James J. O’Connor
Margo and Michael Oberman and Family
Julian and Sheila Oettinger
Marian Phelps Pawlick
Karen and Tom Phillips
Harvey R. and Madeleine P. Plonsker
Dr. and Mrs. Leonard Potempa
Irene D. Pritzker
John and Betsey Puth
Dr. Sondra C. Rabin
James T. and Karen C. Reid
The Retirement Research Foundation
Daryl and James Riley
J. Timothy Ritchie
Edgar Rose
Burton X. and Sheli Rosenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Rouse
George and Terry Rose Saunders
Raymond and Inez Saunders
Mary and Stanley Seidler
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. L. Senior
The Siragusa Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Siragusa
Patricia Arrington Smythe
The Solti Foundation U.S.
Dorie Sternberg
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Struthers
Angela Tenta, M.D.
Dr. David Thurn
Howard and Paula Trienens Foundation
Christian Vinyard
Marilou and Henry von Ferstel
Marilee and Richard Wehman
Donna and Phillip Zarcone
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Genevieve Phelps
John Raitt
Rocco and Cheryl Romano
J. Kenneth and Susan T. Rosko
Norman Sackar
Estate of Margaret R. Sagers
Ellen M. Salter
Satter Family Foundation
Arch W. Shaw Foundation
Ilene and Michael Shaw Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Alejandro Silva
Del Snow
Michael and Salme Harju Steinberg
Ellen and Jim Stirling
Pam and Russ Strobel
Bolton Sullivan Fund
Andrea and Mark Taylor
Mrs. M. James Termondt
O. Thomas Thomas
L. Kristofer Thomsen
Lawrence E. Timmins Trust
Michael Tobin, M.D.
Ksenia A. and Peter Turula
Jean Morman Unsworth
Howard Walker
David and Linda Wesselink
Claudia Winkler

Bravo circle
($3,500 - $4,999)
Anonymous (2)
Dr. and Mrs. Herand Abcarian
Mychal P. Angelos
Peter and Lucy Ascoli Family Fund
Susann Ball
Geoffrey Bauer and Anna Lam
Mr. and Mrs. George Bayly
Astrid K. Birke
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
Nicholas Bridges and Margaret McGirr
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley D. Christianson
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Davison
Jon W. DeMoss
Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. Denison
Drs. Donald and Helen Edwards

Benefactor
($5,000 - $7,499)
Anonymous (8)
Mrs. Roger A. Anderson
Robert M. Arensman
Mr. and Mrs. David Batanian
C. Bekerman, M.D.
Jennifer Bellini
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen P. Bent
Wiley and Jo Caldwell
Carylon Foundation
Lawrence Christensen
Jane B. and John C. Colman
Francie Comer
Peter and Kelley Conway
Tamara Conway
The Dancing Skies Foundation
Thomas Doran
Cherelynn A. Elliott
Sondra Berman Epstein
Jim and Pati Ericson
Margaret Byrne, Attorney
James and Deborah Fellowes
Renée Fleming
Adrian Foster
Mrs. Willard Gidwitz
John F. Gilmore
Mr. Gerald and Dr. Colette Gordon
James and Brenda Grusecki
Mrs. John M. Hartigan
Howard E. Jessen
Tyrus L. Kaufman
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Lennard
Leslie Fund, Inc.
Judith Z. and Steven W. Lewis Family
Ms. Michelle McCarthy
James G. and Laura G. McCormick
Lois Melvoin
Jack and Goldie Wolfe Miller Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Newton N. Minow
Estate of Beth Ann Alberding Mohr
Estate of Gerda Nickels
Arthur C. Nielsen, Jr. Family Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. James N. Perry Jr.

Deane Ellis
Michael and Sally Feder
David S. Fox
Dr. and Mrs. James L. Franklin
Peter G. O. Freund
James R. Grimes
Mr. and Mrs. Heinz Grob
Sandra L. Grung
Mr. and Mrs. O. J. Heestand, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Milan Hornik
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Huizenga
Dr. and Mrs. Todd and Peggy Janus
Joseph and Rebecca Jarabak
Carolyn and Paul Jarvis
Joy Jester
Douglas M. Karlen
Gerald and Judith Kaufman
Jean Klingenstein
Thomas A. Kmetko
Dr. Katherine Knight
John and Mary Kohlmeier
Eldon and Patricia Kreider
Vivian Leith and Stewart Hudnut
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Levin
Thomas A. Marshall
Marilyn and Myron Maurer
Thomas J. McCormick
Dr. John J. McGrath and Ms. Tola Porter
David E. McNeel
Bill Melamed and Jamey Lundblad
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory L. Melchor
Mr. and Mrs. Craig R. Milkint
Ms. Britt M. Miller
Mr. Anthony Juozapavich
John H. Nelson
Zehava L. Noah
Drs. Funmi and Sola Olopade
Jonathan F. Orser
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce L. Ottley
Dr. Pat and Lara Pappas
Barbara and Jerry Pearlman
Drs. Sarunas and Jolanta Peckus
Jean Perkins and Leland Hutchinson
Karen and Richard Pigott
Dr. Joe Piszczor

Dr. and Mrs. Lincoln Ramirez
Edward and Leah Reicin
Charles and Marilynn Rivkin
Dr. Cynthia J. Sanders and Mr. Otis Sanders
Curt G. Schmitt
Phyllis W. Shafron and Ethan Lathan
Dr. S. P. Shah
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shea
Bill and Harlan Shropshire
Adele and John Simmons
Craig Sirles
Joan M. Solbeck
Glenn and Ardath Solsrud
Mrs. John Stanek
Irving Stenn, Jr.
MinSook Suh
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Toft
Marianne Tralewski
Phil and Paula Turner
Elizabeth K. Twede
Scott D. Vandermyde and Julie T. Emerick
David J. Varnerin
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Vieregg
Dr. Catherine L. Webb
Hilary and Barry Weinstein Foundation
Estate of James M. Wells
Sarah R. Wolff and Joel L. Handelman
Owen and Linda Youngman
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak and James C. Kemmerer

28

Anne and Christopher Reyes at Wine Auction 2015.



t H e  o V e r t U r e  s o c i e t y
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The thoughtfulness and foresight of these dedicated Lyric 
Opera patrons exemplifies the dedication and generosity  
of all Overture Society members.

Planned givers continue to be very devoted to Lyric Opera. Many of the Overture Society’s 
584 members have committed multiple planned gifts to Lyric, thus representing nearly 700 
actual gifts. In addition, 112 of our planned givers are now Bel Canto Benefactors who have 
made major planned gifts while continuing to contribute generously to Lyric’s annual campaign. 
This year, we received a significant increase in the number of planned givers who committed to 
new planned gifts to Lyric, both great and small.

Overture Society members rallied to the cause in October by raising more than $120,000  
for the Operathon 2015 Overture Society Challenge Grant. This was the Overture Society’s
18th Operathon Challenge Grant. The Overture Society’s members’ magnificent 
achievement showed their eagerness to support Lyric’s many successful education  
and community-engagement programs, part of Lyric Unlimited.

Some of our Overture Society members elect to be production cosponsors of operas.  
This opera season, five of the Lyric planned givers became production cosponsors. Overture 
Society members are encouraged to become production cosponsors at Lyric Opera and 
enjoy the spectacular benefits available to this elite group.

In 2015/16, Lyric received a significant amount of bequests. Many of these bequests were 
designated for Lyric Opera’s Breaking New Ground capital campaign, to be used for  
much-needed stage improvements in the Opera House. The thoughtfulness and foresight 
of these dedicated Lyric Opera patrons exemplifies the dedication and generosity of all 
Overture Society members and the importance of planned gifts to the growth of Lyric’s 
annual fund, endowment, and long-range planning. Lyric Opera is deeply grateful to all 
Overture Society members for establishing the cornerstone of our companies financial future.

Anonymous (15)
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Aagaard
Louise Abrahams
Whitney Addington, M.D.
Karen G. Andreae
Catherine Aranyi
L. Robert Artoe
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Beata
Marlys A. Beider
Julie Anne Benson
Merrill and Judy Blau
Ann Blickensderfer
Dr. Gregory L. Boshart
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
George F. and Linda L. Brusky
Dr. Gerald and Mrs. Linda Budzik
Christopher Carlo and Robert Chaney
David W. Carpenter
James W. Chamberlain
Paula Hannaway Crown
Renée Crown
Thomas Doran
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Ericson
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Y. Feng
Robert F. Finke
Jack M. and Marsha S. Firestone
Roy Fisher
Elaine Frank
Maurice J. and Patricia Frank
Rhoda and Henry S. Frank
Richard J. Franke
George and Mary Ann Gardner

James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer
Sue and Melvin Gray
Harry J. Griffiths, M.D.
Julian W. Harvey
William E. and Mary Gannon Hay
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy
Mrs. John C. Hedley
Josephine E. Heindel
Concordia Hoffmann
Edgar D. Jannotta
John and Kerma Karoly
Kip Kelley
James C. Kemmerer
LeRoy and Laura Klemt
Nancy W. Knowles
Dr. Petra B. Krauledat and Dr. W. Peter Hansen
Dr. William R. Lawrence
Thomas and Lise Lawson
Carol L. Linne
Daniel T. Manoogian
Robert C. Marks
Paul Mavros
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
Nancy Lauter McDougal
Bill Melamed
Margaret and Craig Milkint
Susan M. Miller
David and Justine K. Mintzer
James and Mary Beth Morehouse
Allan and Elaine Muchin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Murphy
David J. and Dolores D. Nelson
John H. Nelson

John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols
Joan L. Pantsios
Irma Parker
André and Julia Pernet
Frances Pietch
Kenneth Porrello and Sherry McFall
Nathaniel W. Pusey
Dr. Sondra C. Rabin
Lyn and Bill Redfield
Joan L. Richards
Chatka Ruggiero
Mary T. Schafer
Martha P. Schneider
Charles Chris Shaw
Lois B. Siegel
Ilene Simmons
Larry G. Simpson
Craig Sirles
Mrs. Jay Spaulding
Lisbeth Cherniack Stiffel
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Stirling
Mary Stowell
Carla M. Thorpe
Lawrence E. Timmins Trust
Phil and Paula Turner
Mrs. Elizabeth Upjohn-Mason
Joan and Marco Weiss
Mrs. Robert G. Weiss
Claudia L. Winkler
Florence Winters
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak
Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk
Edward T. Zasadil
Anne Zenzer

BEL CANTO  BeNefactors

Lyric Opera President David Ormesher and Ryan Opera Center 
mezzo-soprano Lindsay Metzker with Overture Society sponsors 
Merrill and Judy Blau

Overture Society members enjoy an appreciation luncheon 
before The King and I dress rehearsal.
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What a spectacular season for the Women’s Board! As my second 
year as President comes to a close, I am pleased to announce that the 
Women’s Board raised a total of $3.6 million dollars for our beloved 
Lyric Opera of Chicago. I must extend my deepest gratitude to each 
and every Women’s Board member for her generosity in support of 
our varied efforts.

At the end of September, we celebrated the beginning of the 2015/16 season with our 
new production of The Marriage of Figaro, directed by Barbara Gaines of the Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater. Opening Night and Opera Ball were a tremendous success, raising 
$1.1 million dollars for Lyric. More than 3,000 guests walked the red carpet to enjoy 
Mozart’s sublime comedy. Immediately following the performance, nearly 500 guests were 
transported to the Hilton Chicago for the Opera Ball. Upon arrival, guests were greeted by 
event Co-Chairs, Nancy Carrington Crown and Caryn Harris, for the cocktail reception. 
Lyric’s General Director, Anthony Freud, presented the stars of the evening to the sound 
of heralding trumpets as part of the traditional Grand March. After an elegant dinner was 
enjoyed, guests danced to the sounds of the Stu Hirsh Orchestra. Thank you to Aon for 
once again sponsoring the Opening Night Gala; ITW and Northern Trust for so generously 
cosponsoring the Opera Ball; our very own Liz Stiffel for sponsoring the Opera Ball 
Reception; and Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott for sponsoring the Grand March.

On November 17th, a group of Women’s Board members spent an afternoon at Lyric writing 
personal notes to subscribers urging them to contribute to Lyric. From one afternoon of letter 
signing, more than $17,000 dollars were contributed to Lyric! The day’s success encouraged 
us to hold another signing in May. Thank you to Shirley W. Ryan for hosting our ladies in her 
Winnetka home for a delightful afternoon spent bonding with fellow board members and 
signing letters for Lyric.

In December we enjoyed a lovely holiday luncheon at the home of Jacky Ferro, where 
Renée Fleming and Ann Patchett held an informal question and answer session for us on the 
opening day of Bel Canto. We were honored to engage with them on such a momentous 
occasion.  In April, we enjoyed an evening of shopping at Burberry thanks to Susan Noyes 
and Make It Better Media, where we were joined by the stars of The King and I,  
Paolo Montalban and Kate Baldwin. A portion of the evening’s proceeds were  
donated to Lyric

Mimi Mitchell 
President

May ushered in our first-ever event collaboration with Lyric’s Guild Board of Directors, 
which welcomed 475 guests to The King and I Celebration and raised more than $500,000 
for Lyric! Guests were surprised with a performance by the dancers and drummers from 
Thai Cultural and Fine Arts Institute of Chicago during the cocktail reception. For the 
first time ever, dinner was hosted throughout the second floor: in the William B. and 
Catherine Graham Room, on the American Airlines Mezzanine balcony, and even in 
the boxes themselves! Guests enjoyed an incredible menu brought to life by Calihan 
Catering, a spectacular performance of The King and I, and, to top it all off, an After Party 
onstage with the cast! I must extend a huge thank you to Zurich, Lead Sponsor; Make 
It Better, Media Sponsor; Caroline Heubner, Chair: Mamie Biggs Case and Nancy S. 
Searle, Committee Members; and to everyone on the Women’s Board who attended and 
supported the event.  

As we remember the past, we also look ahead to Lyric’s future. The Women’s Board  
is already planning Wine Auction 2018, scheduled for April 14, 2018. This is also the  
30th Anniversary of this historic event, which began in 1988 thanks to the vision of  
Shirley Welsh Ryan, whom we will be honoring. We hope that you will join us in our 
mission to profoundly impact Lyric’s ability to present opera of the highest quality to 
audiences in Chicago and beyond.

Renée and Lester Crown
Nancy Carrington Crown and Caryn Harris, Opening Night  
Opera Ball Co-Chairs
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George, Julia, Charlie, and Caroline Huebner snapping a selfie at The King and I Celebration.

Ann Patchett and Jacky Ferro

Philip Friedmann and Regan Rohde Friedmann 

Greg and Mamie Case

Ellen and Jim O’Connor

The King and I star Paolo Montalbon with Mimi and Todd Mitchell
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In 2015/16 The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center 
welcomed its largest Ensemble to date, with 14 singers and one pianist. 
The program’s administration also grew with the appointment of 
esteemed soprano and voice teacher Julia Faulkner as our Director of 
Vocal Studies. Julia joined Director Dan Novak, Music Director Craig 
Terry, and Advisor Renée Fleming to oversee a tremendously successful 
season for Lyric’s acclaimed professional-development program.

The Ensemble appeared in all eight 2015/16 Lyric mainstage productions, performing 35 
roles and understudying 60 roles, upholding the program’s standing as a pillar of Lyric’s artistic 
excellence. Ryan Opera Center pianist Mario Antonio Marra joined Lyric’s music staff for  
Cinderella and played continuo for all performances. Several of our singers were featured with 
their senior colleagues and Craig Terry in the new Beyond the Aria recital series at the Harris 
Theater. Other collaborations included concerts with the Grant Park Music Festival, Rush Hour 
Concerts, and Art Institute of Chicago.

Audiences enjoyed the Ryan Opera Center’s wonderful backstage workshop production  
of The Marriage of  Figaro and Season Preview Concert, and several hundred Lyric donors and 
subscribers attended the Final Auditions in September. Radio listeners in Chicago were treated 
to the fourth season of our monthly Recital Series on 98.7 WFMT, the only such program of 
its kind in the country.

Complementing the numerous performance activities were the program’s extensive training 
opportunities which covered the broad spectrum of skills required for operatic artistry. These 
included work with our incredible resident faculty, guest master artists, and several mainstage 
artists, as well as Creative Consultant Renée Fleming, Music Director Sir Andrew Davis, and 
General Director Anthony Freud. Ensemble members auditioned for more than a dozen 
agents and opera companies throughout the season and received invaluable feedback from 
Anthony Freud and Lyric’s artistic staff. They also received expert career advice on topics 
ranging from maintaining vocal health to financial planning.

The season’s accomplishments were celebrated at Rising Stars in Concert, the annual showcase 
performance which featured all of our artists and included Mario Antonio Marra’s debut on the 
podium. Michael Christie returned for the second consecutive year to lead the concert.

susan Kiphart
President

As I continue to be impressed with the professionalism and talent of our Ensemble, so I am  
humbled by those who support the Ryan Opera Center. I am especially grateful to the members 
of our Board of Directors, who not only contribute financially to the success of the program but 
also become a second family to this inspiring group of artists. A highlight of the year was the 
Board’s first-ever benefit event, The Five Tenors,  which was tremendously fun and financially 
successful! It is an honor to serve with all of you, and I look forward to many more years of 
friendship and leadership.

The 2015/16 Ensemble, left to right: (back row) Anthony Clark Evans, Mario Antonio Marra, Jesse Donner,  
Laura Wilde, Jonathan Johnson, Patrick Guetti, Richard Ollarsaba, Bradley Smoak, (front row) Mingjie Lei,  
Diana Newman, Takaoki Onishi, Annie Rosen, Alec Carlson, Hlengiwe Mkhwanazi, and Lindsay Metzger. 
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duds for divas
Heidi Heutel Bohn
Lawrence O. Corry
Anne Gross

final auditions
The Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
The Cozad Family 

The Five Tenors celebration
Anonymous (3)
Julie and Roger Baskes
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Denny
Julian Family Foundation
Susan and Richard P. Kiphart
Philip G. Lumpkin
Frank B. Modruson and Lynne C. Shigley
Patrick G. and Shirley Welsh Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Vance

foreign Language instruction
Carl A. and Fern B. Gaensslen  
 Charitable Giving Fund
Erma S. Medgyesy

Guest Master artist
The Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation

Launchpad
Marcus Boggs
Thierer Family Foundation

Master classes
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
Martha A. Hesse

National auditions
American Airlines  

renée fleming Master class
Julian Family Foundation

rising stars in concert

Lead Sponsor:
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation
 
Sponsors:
Ann M. Drake
Don and Abby Funk
Sue and Melvin Gray
Howard Family Foundation
Patricia A. Kenney and Gregory O’Leary
Susan and Richard P. Kiphart
Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick  
 Family Foundation
Frank B. Modruson and Lynne C. Shigley
OptumRx

Platinum distinguished Benefactors 
($50,000 to $99,999)
Anonymous
Lauter McDougal Family Foundation

distinguished Benefactors 
($25,000 to $49,999)
Ingrid Peters

Mentors 
($10,000 to $24,999)
Paul and Robert Barker Foundation
Hal Coon
Erika Erich
Sue and Melvin Gray
Illinois Arts Council
Capt. Bernardo Iorgulescu, USMC Memorial Fund
Julian Family Foundation
Nix Lauridsen and Virginia Croskery Lauridsen
Jeanne Randall Malkin Family Foundation
Jean McLaren and John Nitschke
The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Neiman
Mrs. Vernon J. Pellouchoud
The George L. Shields Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Underwood
Howard A. Vaughan, Jr.
Dan and Patty Walsh
Dr. David H. Whitney and Dr. Juliana Chyu
Debbie K. Wright

artist circle
($5,000 to $9,999)
Anonymous (2)
Lester S. Abelson Foundation
L. Robert Artoe
C. Bekerman, M.D.
Jennifer Bellini
Peter and Kelley Conway
Tamara Conway
Anne Megan Davis
Thomas Doran
Fred L. Drucker and Hon. Rhoda Sweeney Drucker
James and Mary Houston
Leslie Fund, Inc.
Jack and Goldie Wolfe Miller Fund
Margo and Michael Oberman and Family
Genevieve Phelps
Mrs. M. James Termondt
Marilee and Richard Wehman
Harriet Weinstein

Additional Support:
Alan Schriesheim and Kay Torshen
Stephen A. Kaplan and Alyce K. Sigler

rising stars in concert Broadcast
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation

rising stars in concert reception
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Drebin

singer sponsors/cosponsors
Anonymous (2)
Heidi Heutel Bohn
The Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
Lawrence O. Corry
Friends of Oliver Dragon
Maurice J. and Patricia Frank
The Handa Foundation
Susan Ipsen
Susan and Richard P. Kiphart
Philip G. Lumpkin
Robert C. Marks
Susan M. Miller
Drs. Funmi and Sola Olopade
The C. G. Pinnell Family
Richard O. Ryan
Richard W. Shepro and Lindsay E. Roberts
Lois B. Siegel
Stepan Company
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Vance
Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom
Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk

training Program
National Endowment for the Arts

Voice instruction
Anonymous
The Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
Mary Ellen Hennessy
Jennifer L. Stone

WfMt recital series
Julie and Roger Baskes

Workshop Performances
Martha A. Hesse 

GeNeraL sUPPort
aria society
($100,000 and above) 
Patrick G. and Shirley Welsh Ryan

artist sUPPort, sPeciaL eVeNt aNd ProJect sPoNsors

The Five Tenors, the Ryan Opera Center’s first fundraiser, chaired by Board member Janet Burch and featuring 
alumnus René Barbera, Music Director Craig Terry, and the four Ensemble tenors.

The Ensemble and Ryan Opera Center and Lyric leadership with Rising Stars in Concert lead 
sponsor Donna Van Eekeren

First year Ensemble members Diana Newman and  
Annie Rosen in Cinderella

Advisor Renée Fleming with soprano  
Laura Wilde



G U i L d  B o a r d  o f  d i r e c to r s  r e P o r t

34

In the spirit of President and CEO David Ormesher’s "One 
Lyric" initiative, promoting camaraderie and communication 
among the volunteer boards, the Guild Board was honored to 
partner with Lyric’s Women’s Board for the first time–presenting  
The King and I Gala.

After the previous year’s strategic planning process, the Guild Board embarked on a fresh 
season with renewed energy and dedication. In the spirit of President and CEO David 
Ormesher’s “One Lyric” initiative, promoting camaraderie and communication among the 
volunteer boards, the Guild Board was honored to partner with Lyric’s Women’s Board 
for the first time—presenting The King and I Gala. It was an added thrill to have Anthony 
Freud join us for the full evening’s festivities. The event was a smashing success, and we look 
forward to making the Spring Musical Celebration a new tradition. 

We were also excited to have Guild Board representatives sit as ex-officio members of the  
Ryan Opera Center Board and the Lyric Unlimited Committee—allowing the Guild Board 
to learn more about the exciting initiatives of these important groups.

oscar tatosian
President

The Guild Board Backstage Tours continue as one of Lyric’s favorite activities, and a fourth day 
was added by popular demand. We remain deeply grateful for the support and friendship of 
Amy and Paul Carbone for their continued generosity as the exclusive sponsors of these tours.  

During my term in office, we have continued to fortify the ranks of our active and sustaining 
members by welcoming twenty-four new Guild Board members over these past two years.   
I congratulate longtime member, Jim Staples, as he becomes President of the Guild Board 
in the 2016/17 season.

I have enjoyed a remarkable journey with the Guild Board, and I look forward to many 
more seasons with close friends and esteemed colleagues, all committed to cultivating new 
audiences and raising funds to support our great opera company.

Guild Board Backstage Tours
Spring Musical Celebration Co-Chairs Caroline Huebner of 
the Women's Board and Frank DeVincentis of the Guild Board Guild Board Backstage Tours
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Lyric Young Professionals (LYP), a project of the Renée Fleming 
Initiative, is a group of 150 dynamic opera lovers dedicated to building 
a new generation of supporters for Lyric Opera of Chicago. We engage 
our members in various activities to fulfill the desires of the age group 
through networking and unique social events and after-event parties.  

This year, we proudly doubled our membership from 73 to 150 and hosted our first  
all-members meeting in June. Our Medley subscription ticket sales also doubled, from 400 
to more than 800, throughout this past year and our pre-opera dinner series thrived as a 
result. Our first fundraiser, a Halloween Masquerade in October, was a huge success, with 
more than 200 guests in attendance. The Cocktails and Conversation series continued this 
year successfully featuring Lyric's General Director Anthony Freud; Joseph Calleja, Romeo 
in Lyric’s production of Romeo and Juliet; and Renée Fleming.
 
It has been an honor to service as President of the Lyric Young Professionals for the past two 
years. We are most grateful for the opportunity to serve Lyric in building the next generation 
of opera supporters.  

Patrick callahan
President

Guest speaker Renée Fleming with Lyric Young Professionals officers at Cocktails and Conversations reception.

Lyric Young Professionals officers Martha Grant, Lisa 
DeAngelis, Laura Guili, and Claudine Tambuatco at the first 
Annual Halloween Masquerade. 

Lyric Young Professionals members attend Cocktails and Conversation with Renée Fleming.



c H a P t e r s  r e P o r t

36

The Chapters represent Lyric Opera in their communities 
with 1,000 members in 15 Chapters located throughout the 
Chicagoland area and Lake Geneva, Wisconsin.     

Our annual live-radio marathon fundraiser on 98.7 WFMT, Operathon, celebrated 
its 36th anniversary with a very successful 16-hour broadcast on Saturday, October 3.  
Under the leadership of Mary Houston and Claudia Winkler, Operathon 2015 exceeded 
its goal and raised more than $500,000 through challenge grants and merchandise 
sales—many thanks to our Chapter volunteers who helped sell our exclusive Lyric 
merchandise in our OperaShop kiosk and through OperaShop Online—and grateful 
appreciation to our generous challenge grant donors and merchandise sponsors. Our 
appreciation goes to Walgreens, Ardmore Associates, and 98.7WFMT for their 
generous sponsorship. 

The Season Preview Concert in September, made possible by the Komarek-Hyde-
McQueen Foundation and the Lake Geneva Chapter, is a favorite presentation of 
donors at the Member giving level and especially our new subscribers. The evening was 
a delightful selection of arias from the current season’s operas performed by the talented 
members of our very own Ryan Opera Center Ensemble.  

I am excited to announce our newest initiative: Lyric’s “Getting to Know You” greeters.  
Our Chapter volunteers served as ambassadors during the run of The King and I, 
providing information and assistance to the many new visitors that join us during  
our musical productions. The success of this project ensures that our volunteers will 
return for key performances during the opera season and next spring’s presentation of 
My Fair Lady.

Thanks to my fellow board members, the dedicated Chapter volunteers, and to all at 
Lyric Opera of Chicago for their passion and dedication to this world-class organization.

sherie shapiro
President
Chapters’ Executive Board

Lyric oPera of cHicaGo cHaPter 2015/16 fUNdraisiNG

aria society
($100,000 and above)
Lyric Opera Chapters’  
   Executive Board
Near North Chapter
Winnetka Chapter

Platinum Grand Benefactor
($50,000 to $99,999)
Barrington Chapter
Lake Geneva Chapter
Northfield Chapter

Golden Grand Benefactor
($25,000 to $49,999)
Evanston Chapter
Glencoe Chapter
Highland Park/ 
  Deerfield Chapter
Hinsdale Chapter
Riverside Chapter
Wilmette Chapter

silver Grand Benefactor
($10,000 to $24,999)
Far West Chapter
Flossmoor Area Chapter
Hyde Park/Kenwood Chapter
Northwest Chapter

General Director Anthony Freud celebrates with members of 
the Lake Geneva Chapter.

Pau Gasol of the Chicago Bulls on the 2015 Operathon brochure cover
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silver Grand Benefactor
($10,000 to $24,999)
Far West Chapter
Flossmoor Area Chapter
Hyde Park/Kenwood Chapter
Northwest Chapter

Fiscal 2016 marks Lyric Opera’s 61st season of artistically thrilling opera. During the year, we 
also successfully performed the fourth musical in our American Musical Theater Initiative and 
continued our acclaimed Lyric Unlimited programming, achieving our goals of community 
engagement and artistic innovation. 

We ended our 2016 fiscal year with breakeven results. Operating revenue and support was  
$78.2 million, with 264,256 tickets sold generating $26.8 million in ticket revenue. Annual 
support from our donors and operating funds provided by our Breaking New Ground fund 
contributed $38.8 million to our operating costs.  

We thank our generous Lyric donors and sponsors, whose support allowed us to produce an 
outstanding artistic season, exciting new productions, and moving new commissions.

I am pleased to share some of the financial highlights from our fiscal year below. For a 
complete audited financial statement, visit www.lyricopera.org and click on “About Lyric,” 
“Financial Statements.”

Paul J. carbone
Treasurer

F I N A N C I A L  H I G H L I G H T S

N O N - F I N A N C I A L  H I G H L I G H T S

Ticket Sales

Other Operating Revenue

Total Operating Revenue

Total Operating Support

Total Operating Revenue and Support

Total Operating Expenses

Change in Unrestricted Operating Net Assets

Opera, Musical and Lyric Unlimited Attendance

Number of Other Community Engagement and Education Events

Other Community Engagement and Education Event Attendance

Long-Term Investments

Total Assets

Total Net Assets

Operating Revenue as a percentage of Operating Expenses

$26,800,672

12,600,968

39,401,640

38,764,253

78,165,893

78,165,893

$               -0-

264,256

518

94,386

$167,306,612

$312,312,136

$210,163,548

50% 50%

$25,880,310

11,755,779

37,636,089

37,161,055

74,797,144

74,797,144

$               -0-

267,230

545

126,209

$181,164,339

$330,212,155

$232,457,666

Periods Ending
12 months ended

June 30, 2016

As of June 30, 2016        As of June 30, 2015

14 months ended
June 30, 2015

http://www.lyricopera.org/
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